
13-26-1 The number of hours in 

the school term for grades four 

through twelve may not be less than 

nine hundred sixty-two and one-

half hours, exclusive of 

intermissions.  

13-26-2  Makeup time for school 
closing because of weather, disease, 

or emergency need not exceed ten 

school days. Graduating seniors are 
excused from makeup time if the 

makeup time occurs after the 

students have graduated or after 

graduation exercises have been held. 

**Note. These are only a portion 

of the law that applies to number of 

school hours in a year and makeup 

required. 

According to 13-26-1 a school 

year constitutes number of hours. 

With our schedule, we log 1,350 

hours in a 180 day school year. 

Because we attend school from 8:00 

to 4:00 we put in an extra 48 days a 

year. Really the question is about 

missed academic opportunity 

because of the number of snow days. 

As parents who pay taxes and pay 

tuition, would you like your student to 

make up the lost academic 

opportunities? The last day of our 

school year is May 28; if we add 

days, it will mean extending into 

June. Given the number of hours we 

accumulate due to our extended day, 

we have not added days in the past. 

Feel free to share your thoughts with 

board members or administration. 

 

Pam Tieszen, President 

Inside this issue 

Notes & Reminders ..... .2 

Winter Sports Banquet .2 

Music News ................. .3 

Calendar & Events ...... .4 

 
 

 

News & NotesNews & NotesNews & Notes   

The whole life of our Savior was 

given over to the practice of non-

resistance, . . . which was brought 

to life in the Anabaptist move-

ment. From time to time in the 

history of the Christian church, 

(nonresistance) has been empha-

sized, and always the church has 

been strengthened and come to 

new life because of it. 

Richard Bentzinger,  

United Methodist Minister, 

Speech to Civilian Public  

Service reunion  

Jesus said, ñFather, forgive them; 

for they do not know what they 

are doing.ò And they cast lots to 

divide his clothing. 

Luke 23:34, NRSV 

 Enclosures 
Â  March Activity & Menu Calendars ï subject to change 

Â  Letter to Grades 5 - 8 Parents from Mrs. Hofer Vetch 

Â  Third Trimester Schedules 

Â  Track & Golf Schedules ï subject to change 

Â  Box Tops, Campbellôs Labels, & Milk Caps Information 

Â  December 22, 2009 Board Minutes 

March 
2010 

Do We Need 
to Make Up 
School? 

Getting Ready for Schmeckfest 
is like Getting Ready for Company at Your House! 

March 13 has been set for cleaning day at FA in preparation for Schmeck-

fest.  All parents, students, and staff are invited to assist with a variety of 

cleaning jobs beginning at 9:00 a.m.  People are welcome to come for an 

hour or longer ï all help is appreciated! Please bring rags and pails if possi-

ble.  Contact Lori Ortman at 925-4394 for further information. 
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  Notes & Reminders 
#ÁÍÐÂÅÌÌȭÓ ,ÁÂÅÌÓ ÆÏÒ 
Education, Box Tops & Milk 
Caps 

 Our school is once again 

participating in the Campbellôs 

Labels for Education, the Box 

Tops for Education and the 

Land O Lakes Milk Bottle 

Caps Program.  Please 

continue to save the labels and 

box tops.  Refer to the list of participating products 

included on a separate sheet in this newsletter.  Bring 

them to the school and leave in the container just inside 

the entrance to the Ad Building. 
With the Campbellôs labels, we can buy various 

products for our classrooms.  From each box top, we get 

10 cents.  When each family brings in all their box tops, 

it adds up to free money for our school.  This money 

goes to the FA Athletic Booster Club. 
We get 5 cents for each milk cap.  The milk caps 

need the 5-cent Land O Lakes sticker.  These can be 

placed in the same container, or you can put your milk 

caps in the Freeman Academy container at Jamboree 

Foods in Freeman at the front of the store. 
Thanks for your help.  Keep up the good work! 

     Carolyn Preheim, Coordinator 

Tissues Needed 

At the beginning of the school year all students were 

asked to bring two boxes of tissues to school which 

started us off with a great classroom supply. As we 

begin the month of March, our wonderful supply has 

dwindled and needs to be restocked. If you could send 

an extra box or two to school with your child(ren) soon, 

they will be able to have a tissue box in each classroom. 

Thank you for helping the students and teachers with 

this necessity. 

Booster Club News 

Thanks to all parents who assisted with the Pork 

BBQ and Pizza Fest this winter!  We had great 

attendance and support from the community and the 

visiting teams.  The Pork BBQ netted $1400.00 and the 

Pizza Fest made $1000.  Special thanks to Stewart and 

Krista Graber, Steve and Debra Schmeichel, Brad and 

Kris Carlson, and John and Jeri Butkus for their 

leadership and for donating food, beverages and 

supplies. 

 

Butterbraids 

 The chamber choir is selling Butterbraids as a 

fundraiser for their upcoming MSC trip.  Sales began on 

February 17 and will end on March 9.  Butterbraids are 

delicious pastries with a filling of your choice, topped 

with frosting.  They arrive frozen and are easy to thaw 

and pop in the oven. Butterbraids will be delivered the 

week of March 22. 

Track Season Begins! 

A short track and field informational meeting will be 

held Monday, March 1, after the 4:00 pep rally.  All 

interested students in grades 7-12 are encouraged to 

attend.  Practice will officially begin on Thursday, March 

4.  Participants are required to have warm clothing for 

any outdoor workouts, including hats, gloves and 

sweats, and to be prepared to practice in all kinds of 

weather. 

Winter Sports Banquet, March 15, 7:00 p.m. 

This is a celebration in honor of the efforts of the 

student-athletes and coaches that have competed 

during the 2009-2010 Winter Sports Seasons.  This 

includes all student-athletes in grades 5-12.  Scholarship 

awards for the 2009-10 school year and reports from 

senior internships will also be presented. 

There will be a potluck meal.  The food assignments 

are as follows:  Student-athletes in grades 10-12 should 

bring a main dish and student-athletes in grades 5-9 

should bring a dessert.  Freeman Academy will provide 

the table service and drink.   

Contact Nathan Epp at the 

school if you have any 

questions.  Thanks for 

your support of FA 

athletics! 

Caesura Barista, 
Schmeckfest 

 The Caesura (musical 

term for óa complete 

breakô) Barista will once 

again be offering a space 

in the Music Hall for 

people to entertain the coffee sippers during the 

Schmeckfest weekends.  If you are interested or know of 

someone who might be interested in sharing their talent, 

please have them contact Amy Hofer Vetch at  

ahofer@freemanacademy.org  or 925-4237, ext. 240. 

 

mailto:ahofer@freemanacademy.org
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Music Notes 
HS Vocal Contest 

Freeman Academy attended 

the annual Region I Vocal/

Piano Contest in Yankton 

on Feb. 10, 2010.  Freeman 

Academy entered 34 events 

and received 3 superior 

plus, 19 superior, 6 superior 

minus, 1 excellent plus and 

5 excellent ratings.  Events 

are as follows: 

Superior PlusðEnsembles:  Mixed Ensemble, Mixed 

Group A, Mixed Group B 

SuperiorðSolos:  Piano: Caleb Epp, Lea Graber, and 

Brittney Ries;  Voice:  Libby Waltner, Lori Rensink, André 

Eisenbeis, Brittney Ries, Caleb Epp, Lea Graber, Karina 

Ortman, Carl Lehmann, Christina Hofer, and Aaron 

Tschetter; Ensembles: Boysô 15, Girlsô 9 A, Girlsô 9 B, Like 

Duet (Alicia and Christina Hofer), Boysô Quartet, Girlsô 16 

Superior MinusðSolos: Piano:  Jiateng ñTò Lu and 

Matthew Graber; Vocal:  Chris Miller, Natalie Butkus, Kristin 

Waltner; Ensembles: Boysô 9 

Excellent Plus: Solo: Piano:  Natalie Butkus 

Excellent: Solos: Piano: Christina Hofer; Vocal: Makayla 

Epp, Zachary Graber, Mariana Sanchez, Aprille Hofer 

Assisting with contest preparation and instruction through 

rehearsals, private voice and piano lessons, and 

accompanying the FA students were the following:  Kerwin 

Graber, Nanette Hofer, Sherilyn Ortman, Debra 

Schmeichel, Mavis Ortman, Sonja Waltner, Donna Ries, 

and Marnette Hofer. 

Reg. NC- ACDA Honors Choirs  March 4-6, 2010 

Carl Lehmann, son of Eloise Schrag and Dennis 

Lehmann; Richard Friesen, son of Monica and John Clem; 

and Aaron Tschetter, son of Pam Tieszen and Gary 

Tschetter were selected to participate in the Regional NC- 

ACDA High School Menôs Honor Choir.  Brittney Ries, 

daughter of Donna and Duane Ries; and Kristin Waltner, 

daughter of Sonja and Don Waltner were selected to 

participate in the Womenôs Honor Choir.  Selected to 

participate in the Middle School Honor Choir was Lea 

Graber, daughter of Krista and Stewart Graber.  This event 

takes place in Minneapolis, MN, Mar. 4-6.  The recorded 

audition was sent in October and notification came in 

November.   Recorded auditions were sent in from across 

the region for this event.  Congratulations FA students! 

MSC Choir Festival, Kitchener, Ontario, Canada 

The chamber choir will be traveling to Kitchener, Ontario 

this year for the annual Mennonite Choir Festival on April 7-

12, 2010.  This year the Mennonite High Schools will meet 

as a mass choir with all Mennonite high schools invited to 

participate.  Parents of chamber choir members will be 

receiving information regarding this trip in mid-March. 

Tripp Vocal Contest (Grades 5-8), May 7, 2010 

Students in grades 5-8 will be attending the annual 

Tripp-Delmont Vocal/Instrumental Contest May 7.  We will 

begin to pick out solos to prepare for Solo Selection Day.  

Please see the attached parent letter regarding this event. 

High School Instrumental Contest 

March will be a busy month for the instrumental music 

department.  It starts off with the high school instrumental 

solo and ensemble contest on Wednesday, March 3, at 
Vermillion High School.  Events from Freeman Academy 

include 18 solos and 11 ensembles.  For a schedule of 

events for the day, please check the school website. 

Instrumental Performances 

On March 5 and 6, four middle school band students 

will be in Pierre participating in the 11th Annual Middle 

School All-State Band.  These students were listed in last 

monthôs newsletter.  The concert will be held in the Riggôs 

High School Theatre Saturday, March 6, at 4:00 p.m. 

If you are unable to hear the high school ensembles at 

contest, you will get a chance to hear some of them locally 

on Friday, March 12 at the Oakview Terrace Nursing Home 

at 2:00 p.m. and also during Schmeckfest, March 19 and 

20 and March 26 and 27. 

South Dakota All State Band 

Congratulations to three FA high school members on 

being selected to participate in the 60th Annual HS All-State 

Band to be held in Watertown, SD, Mar. 25-27.  Students 
were selected through state-wide competitive auditions 

which include playing major, minor and chromatic scales, a 

solo, two sight-reading etudes and a written test.  The 173 

musicians will be divided into two separate, equal bands 

with each having its own guest conductor and concert.  The 

ñClarkò All-State Band, directed by Dr. Timothy Mahr, St. 

Olaf College, will perform its concert beginning at 4:00 p.m. 

Saturday, Mar. 27, at the D.D. Miller Auditorium, Watertown 

HS.  The ñLewisò All-State Band, under the direction of Dr. 

Scott A. Jones, Concordia College, will perform its concert 

beginning at 8:00 p.m.   Students selected this year are:  

Lillie Koerner, junior, daughter of Todd and Suzanne 

Koerner, 8th chair French horn, Clark Band; Carl Lehmann, 

senior, son of Dennis Lehmann and Dr. Eloise Schrag, 4th 

chair alto saxophone, Lewis Band; and Karina Ortman, 

junior, daughter of Mark and Lori Ortman, 1st chair oboe, 

Lewis Band.  Please congratulate these students! 
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February 

25 Peppernut Making 1:30 DH 
25-26 GBB Districts @ Menno 
27 MS BBB TVC Tourney @ Gayville 9:00 am 
 Knepf Making DH 
 SSS: Willson & McKee 7:00 pm PH 

March 

1 End of 2nd Trimester 
 Track Mtg following Pep Rally 
1-2 BBB Districts @ Freeman High School 
2 No School, Teacher Work Day 
 Cheese Pocket Making DH 
 Comm. Mtg 10:00 am CH 
3 Start of 3rd Trimester 
 Region I Instrumental Contest, Vermillion 
4 Track Practice Begins 
4-6 MS & HS Regional NC-ACDA Honors Choir 
 BBB Districts @ Freeman High School 
5-6 MS All-State Band, Pierre 
6 MS BBB Camp (Gr. 4-8) 9-12:00 pm 
 Noodle Making DH 
8 Development Mtg 7 pm MH 
 Intôl Host Parent Mtg 7 pm CH 
 Finance Comm. Mtg 7:30 pm FA Library 
9 Early Dismissal 2:50 pm, Staff Mtg 3:00 pm 
 Enrollment Steering Comm Mtg 6:00 pm MH 
9-11 Visions Calling - Evenings ADM 
10 Students Pick-up/Deliver Fruit After School 
 Advisory: Student Food Safety Session 
 Adult Food Safety Session 5:30 DH 
12 FA Music @ Oakview 2:00 pm 
 

13 Campus Clean-Up Day 
 Whole Wheat Noodle Making (tent.) 9-3 DH 
15 Winter Sports Banquet 7:00 pm DH 
18 FH Private Reservation 4-8 
19-20 Schmeckfest 
22 No Chapel - Moved to Tuesday 
23 Prayer Mtg 6:30 CH 
 Board Mtg 7:00 MH 
25-27 All State Band @ Watertown 
26-27 Schmeckfest 
3/29-4/23 Dakota STEP Testing Window 
30 Dan Lennon Track Meet @ Vermillion 
 Lounsberry Track Meet @ Centerville 12:30 

April 

1 Small Schools Golf Invite @ Yankton 8:30 
2 No School, Good Friday 
5 School Resumes 
6 FA Golf Meet 1:00 
 Turner County Relays-Centerville 3:00 
7 MSC Choir Students leave after school 
8 Early Dismissal 2:50 
 Staff Mtg 3:00 MH 
 Scotland JH Track Meet 3:30 

 
ADM Administration (Classroom Building) 
CH  Chapel 
FH  Frontier Hall (dormitory) 
MH  Music Hall 
PH  Pioneer Hall 
SH  Sterling Hall 
VisCtr Visitor Center 
Arbor Arboretum 
Amph Amphitheater 

Upcoming Events * Subject to change 
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Scholarships 

College Scholarship information is located on the 

Rstcdms Qdrntqbdr o`fd ne E@ôr vdarhsd- Bkhbj adknv

to go there now. 
 

 Fill out FAFSA forms for college financial aid as 

soon as possible 
 

http://www.freemanacademy.org/studentresources.html 

 

Seniors 

Calendar Reminders 
 

March 1  End of Trimester 

 

March 2  No School: Teacher  

    Work Day 

 

March 3  Start of 3rd Trimester 

 

March 9  Early Dismissal 2:50; 

    Staff Mtg 3:00 

 

March 10 Fruit Delivered:    

    students & parents   

    pick up & deliver 

 

March 19 & 20 Schmeckfest 

 

March 26 & 27 Schmeckfest 

 

April 2  No School 

 

April 5  School Resumes 

http://www.freemanacademy.org/studentresources.html

