
Recently students, staff and 

board membersõ conversa-

tions touched on difficult 

social issues.  Many of us 

prefer to avoid conflict or 

difficult questions and our 

silence does not answer our 

studentsõ questions. 

My hope is that students will 

discuss social issues in a 

safe environment at home 

and school.  Our passionate 

positions, young or old, 

catch us heatedly defending 

our stance, but we are 

called to listen. We are a 

diverse staff and student 

body, something I am very 

proud of, but this 

means listening to 

each other with 

genuine love and 

concern for our 

neighbor. 

Diversity allows us 

to put a face to all 

the difficult issues we ex-

perience. Please take time 

to visit with your child/

student about questions 

they may have, because 

these issues have faces 

your children know or will 

meet. Students are in a time 

of life when they are ques-

tioning and testing; give 

them an opportunity to   

discuss whatever they are 

experiencing. 

Pam Tieszen 
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We are all on a  journey, 
taking steps along the 
path of peace. It really 
doesnõt matter where 
we are on that path, 

only that we are prepar-
ing for the next step. 

The  danger is staying in 
the same place too 

long. 

 Susan Mark Landis 

 

 
Teach me your way, O 
Lord, and I will walk in 
your truth; give me an 
undivided heart, that I 

may fear your name. 

Psalm 86:11, NIV 

Enclosures 

January Lunch and Activity CalendarsñSubject to Change 
November 29, 2011 Board Minutes 
Revised HS GBB/BBB SchedulesñSubject to Change 

Second Trimester Parent/Student/Teacher 

Conferences 

Mid-term of Second Trimes-

ter is January 13. Parent/

Student/Teacher Confer-

ences will be held Friday, 

January 20 in the Dining 

Hall, 10:00 a.m. ð 6:00 p.m. 

at which time mid-term   

report cards will be available 

for pick-up. No classes will 

be held that day. Parents of 

students in grades 5 and 6 

will receive appointment 

times from Mrs. Schrag.  

Parents and students in 

grades 7 ð 12 have no set 

appointment times and are 

asked to limit visits to 5  

minutes per teacher per 

student. If you need a 

lengthier conference, please 

schedule an appointment 

for an in-depth meeting with 

that particular teacher on 

another date. Your coopera-

tion in these matters is 

much appreciated by the 

teachers and other parents. 

5th-6th Grade with              

Gingerbread Houses 

Middle school Girls        

BasketballñAndrea        

Wollman 
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Daveõs Grille 

has joined our 

list of [TRIP] 

vendors 

N e w s  &  N o t e s 

Booster Club AnnouncementñAssistance Needed 

The annual 

Pork Loin BBQ 

will be hosted 

by the Booster 

Club on Thurs-

day, January 19 

during the   

basketball   

doubleheader.  

We are in need of 

someone to coordi-

nate side dishes, workers 

and clean-up. 

The Bobcat Boosters will 

be having a Pizza Feed 

Fundraiser night on Friday, 

February 3.  Pizza will be 

available for pre-orders as 

well as purchased by the 

slice that evening.  All  

pizzas will be fresh and 

can be frozen.  This has 

always been a very       

successful fundraiser.  

 If you are willing to be in 

charge of either fund-

raiser, please contact 

Brad or Kris Carlson,    

605-648-3910 or         

krisbrad@svtv.com . You 

will receive parent volun-

teer hours for chairing this 

event. 

Dining Hall News and Notes 

A huge THANK YOU 

to the following 

people who have 

helped in the 

kitchen: Janet  

Balzer, Dennis 

Lehmann, Deb 

Schmeichel, Karen 

Duerksen, & 

Heather Haggerty. I would 

also like to express my 

appreciation to Dennis 

Lehmann, Suzanne      

Koerner, Pam Tieszen, 

Krista Graber & Virginia 

Kaufman who donated 

produce/food this past 

fall. A special thanks to 

Virginia Kaufman for 

the cherry pies 

(Thanksgiving) and the 

cheesecakes (Christmas) 

that she made and do-

nated for the student 

body. I appreciate all the 

help and food so much. 

 If you are interested in 

helping in the kitchen, 

please contact me.  Time 

spent in the school 

kitchen can be counted as 

parent volunteer hours. 

 Donations of beef or pork 

to the dining hall would be 

very much appreciated. 

Please contact me 

at extension 243.  

Jill Hofer 

Library Puzzle 

Hitomi Hiramatsu 

and Stella Kim 

Middle School Girls Basket-

ball: Kaitlyn Epp, Refereeñ

Ben Carlson 

TRIP News and Updates 

We are pleased that Daveõs Grille has joined our list of vendors!  They are giving a 

7.5% rebate.  Cards may be ordered for any denomination desired (for example, $20, 

$50, etc.).  If you order on-line and do not see your denomination of choice, contact 

Barb to set it up. 

Tuition credits were posted in December, representing over $4700 earned between 

July and November.  Did you get a portion of that amount?  If not, consider joining the 

55 families who have placed at least one order since the beginning of this program in 

summer of 2010.  Remember, TRIP credits are earned with regular purchases of gas, 

groceries, prescriptions, etc. which would have been made anyway!  

mailto:krisbrad@svtv.com
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B U S I N E S S       

OF F I CE CL OS ED  

The FA Business Office will be 

closed during the Christmas 

break. Please call ahead if you 

are planning to visit FA in   

order to ensure the person you 

would like to see is available. 

Thank you. 

W I N T E R  D R I V I N G  
F O R  S T U D E N T S  
I N  S O U T H       

D A K OTA  

Please remind your student 

drivers to always wear seat 

belts, clear frosted or snow-

covered windows and mirrors 

completely, and allow extra 

travel time even on late start 

days. While we have been 

blessed with a mild fall, we 

are also aware of how quickly 

the weather can change. 

Please remember to create an 

emergency plan with your  

children in the event of any 

early dismissal due to inclem-

ent weather. 

A N G E L  T R E E 

Thank you to each family who 

participated. Ten children will 

receive gifts thanks to your 

caring hearts. 

B A S K E T B A L L  
S C H E D U L E        
U P D A T E S /
C H A N G E Sñ
P L E A S E  T A K E  

N O T E ! 

The Jan 20 game at Center-

ville has been moved to Jan 

16 due to Jr Hi Honors choir. 

There will be no JV games vs 

Marion this year.  

S T U D E N T         

T E C H I E S 

The Advanced Computer Class 

is developing skills in trouble-

shooting electronic devices.  

As part of the curriculum, they 

are expected to tackle various 

computer issues that arise in 

the school and community.  If 

you have a computer or other 

electronic device in need of 

help or just a tune-up, the  

students would love to assist 

you.  Please contact Nicolle 

Timmerman at nhtimmer-

man@freemanacademy.org 

with questions or to set up a 

work project. 

I N S T R U M E N T A L  

M U S I C 

Basketball season has already 

begun.  As a reminder, the FA 

Pep Band will be playing at 

most of the home basketball 

games.  Pep band is a per-

formance requirement of band 

students so parents must  

notify Mrs. Ries in advance if 

your child will not be at the 

game.  Excused absences  

include illness and family 

emergencies.  Other reasons 

for absences must be dis-

cussed with Mrs. Ries prior to 

their occurrence.  The pep 

band will play at the following 

games:  Saturday, January 7; 

Tuesday, January 10; Tuesday, 

January 17; Thursday, January 

19; Tuesday, January 24; and 

Tuesday, January 31.  Watch 

for information concerning the 

February 2 and February 3 

games in the next newsletter.  

Letõs support our teams!    

Students in grades 7 and 8 

will receive òpractice minutesó 

for the nights they play with 

the pep band. 

Reminder:  High School All-

State Band Auditions will be 

on January 14. 

S T U D E N T S        
S E L E C T E D  F O R  
S D- A C D A  J R .  
H I G H  H O N O R S  

C H O I R 

Nine Freeman Academy     

students were selected to  

participate in the annual SD

-ACDA Jr. High Honors Choir 

held in Sioux Falls, SD on 

Jan. 20-21!  This is our larg-

est representation at this 

event!  Students in grades 

7-9 are invited to submit a 

recorded audition.  These 

auditions were submitted in 

October and notification 

came in November.   

The following students were 

selected to the Womenõs 

Choir:  Olivia Boese, grade 9, 

alto, daughter of Cindy and 

Ted Boese; Courtney 

Bohlman, grade 9, soprano, 

daughter of Carla and Ed 

Bohlman; Sarah Miller, grade 

8, soprano, daughter of      

Jenelle and Craig Miller; and 

Bethany Wollman, grade 8, 

alto, daughter of Lois and 

Craig Wollman. Students    

selected for the Mixed (SATB) 

choir are Polly Carlson, grade 

8, soprano, daughter of Kris 

and Brad Carlson; Ryan 

Haggerty, grade 8, bass, son 

of Heather and Dan Haggerty; 

Clara Koerner, grade 9, so-

prano, daughter of Suzanne 

and Todd    

Koerner;  

Brooklyn Ries, 

grade 9,      

soprano, 

daughter of 

Donna and 

Duane Ries; 

and Austin 

VanDiepen, 

grade 9, bass, 

son of Angie 

VanDiepen. The 

concert will be on Sat-

urday, January 21, 

3:00 p.m. at the 

OõGorman Performing Arts 

Center, 3201 S. Kiwanis Ave.   

Admission to the concert is 

$5.   

 

NOTES AND REMINDERSNOTES AND REMINDERS  

Jaden Thomas with 

his Gingerbread 

House 

FA Business 

Office will be 

closed during 

Christmas break 

Boys Basketball 

Josh Stahl and        

Caleb Glader 

mailto:nhtimmerman@freemanacademy.org
mailto:nhtimmerman@freemanacademy.org

