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News & Notes

n New Commitment

Last year’'s theme was “Raising the Bar” and I've been asked if the bar was raised.
That is difficult to quantify or qualify in a year’s time. We usually use test scores to
determine if students make progress. Test scores are good, but one year of raising the
bar rarely provides enough evidence of the bar moving. Teachers took on new
challenges in raising their own academic bar. They looked at state standards and
compared them to lessons presented in class. Possibly the most significant benefit
was the attention brought to the bar.

This year, | would like to renew our commitment to continued improvements. How
can each of us make Freeman Academy a better place from a faith perspective,
academics, athletics, music, or socially? | already happen to think it is a great place, but
what little improvements can each of us make as parents, staff, and students?
Continued efforts to improve ourselves and Freeman Academy’s environment are
important. This is the time to consider the difference we can make. | believe God
nudges us gently toward improvement in many ways. May we respond to the nudges
we hear or feel in our lives.

Pam Tieszen

Convocation 7 Sunday, August 22

Everyone is invited to attend the annual service to bless the beginning of a new
school year. We will gather at 7:30 p.m. in Pioneer Hall for a time of praise including
music, introductions of new students and staff, a message from Administrator Pam
Tieszen and a reception in the link for Deborah Gray.

Breakfast Served on First Day of School

As a welcome to the new school year, we will offer a simple breakfast from 7:30 to
8:20 a.m. in the Link for all students and any parents who may be dropping off their
students that morning. Come join us.

Employment Changes

Welcome to Deborah Gray, our new dorm director. She is a
retired business person and hails from Texas. The dorm will open
this fall at the start of the soccer season. Please welcome Deb-
orah when you meet her.

Melinda Hora will be the new Director of Food Services.

Volunteer Hours will be available in the kitchen as needed by Melinda. Contact
Melinda if you have an interest in assisting.

. Enclosures

August/September Activity Calendars 8 subject to change
August Menu - On back of School Supply List
1st Trimester Schedules

Fall Athletic Schedules: Soccer, & Volleyball
available)

2010-11 Calendar of Events i subject to change
School Supply List - On back of August Lunch Menu
May 24 and June 29, 2010 Board Minutes

> > > >

(Cross Country not yet

> > >

Live the present. Do the things
you know need to be done. Do all
the good you can each day. The
future will unfold.
Peace Pilgrim

Therefore do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will
worry about itself.
Matthew 6:34a, NIV
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The FA Development Committee is
planning for the future and would like the
input of parents, staff, students, alumni,
constituents and community members.
We are hosting TWO EVENING OPPORTUNITIES for ALL
INTERESTED PERSONS to discuss four questions that will
help to guide the development of Freeman Academy over the
next 5 to 10 years as an excellent institution that upholds its
mission of Christ-centered education.

Interested persons can CHOOSE to attend EITHER
Monday, August 23 or Monday, August 30 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Dining Hall. Both evenings will provide the same opportunity to
share ideas in small groups. The committee will provide a
leader to record thoughts and ideas.

Independent Studies

We will continue to offer independent study options from the
University of North Dakota and the University of Nebraska, Lin-
coln. An additional option this year is called APEX. It is intended
to help new students transition to Freeman Academy’s curricu-
lum offerings. APEX curriculum includes remedial courses,
regular core courses and AP courses. Check out the APEX
website: http://www.apexlearning.com/

Lunch Costs

Lunch in the Dining Hall costs $3.50
for students grades 7-12 and $3.30
for grades 5-6. A second serving of
the main entrée is available for
grades 7-12 at an extra cost of 35 cents. “Extra serving” meals
may be purchased BY THE MONTH — not on a meal-by-meal
basis. Meal tickets are renewed on the 20" of each month.
Contact Anita at the business office for more information.

Notes & Reminders

Garden Produce

"""""ll Strategic Planning 7 A Vision for the
Future of Freeman Academy

FOCUS QUESTIONS:

1. Do you feel that Freeman Academy’s mission statement
reflects the accomplishments and outcome of our graduates?

2. What do you feel is Freeman Academy’s most valuable
quality?

3. What do you feel is Freeman Academy’s weakest
feature?

4. How would you like Freeman Academy to “look” in the
year 20207

These are just “starters” and we trust that detailed ideas will
be discussed. We WANT YOU to help frame Freeman
Academy’s future! Please join us. Contact Vernetta at
vwaltner@freemanacademy.org or 925-4237 with any
questions you may have.

Costs for Independent Study Courses:  Costs are deter-
mined by UND and UNL and were approximately $200 for the
2009-10 year. APEX has a similar fee for an independent study
course. However, if you have a student who is taking a required
subject that did not fit into the regularly offered curriculum for the
year, there will be no charge.

Our students are very busy and are often on campus late in
the day for practices or activities. Our meal portions are large in
comparison to most schools’ lunch servings, but we are unable
to cost effectively serve your child enough food to last all after-
noon and evening. Please consider sending an afterschool
snack of fruit or granola bars to hold them over until they get
home.

School Pictures (Ping Pong Pictures)

Bring your extra garden produce to the dorm or dining
hall. Both kitchens are interested in making use of fresh fruit
and vegetables. Please call Melinda, 925-4237, ext. 243 or
Deborah, 925-4289 before delivery to make sure they can
accommodate your extra produce.

P N
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Al's Studio from Marion will be taking individual pictures
and class pictures of all students in grades 5-11 on Thursday,
September 9 beginning at 8:30 a.m. Group and/or composite
class pictures will also be taken and may be ordered at the
same time.

An order form will be given to each student in grades 5
-11 on the first day of school. Please ask your child(ren)
for this form. If you plan to order pictures, the form must
be completed and payment included when your child
comes to school on September 9 . Students are responsible
for handing their forms to the Al's Studio representative when it
is their turn to be photographed. Students are not required to
dress up for pictures but are asked to dress appropriately.
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New Meeting Times for NCA

This year NCA meetings will take
place Monday mornings. On those
dates, school will begin at 10:30 a.m.
All NCA meetings were changed to mornings with the
exception of April 29 which has a 12:50 p.m. dismissal.

Locks on Lockers

Typically, our campus encounters little theft. Unfortunately,
last year we had a number of items taken from the locker
rooms and classrooms. Cash, shoes and a camera all turned
up missing. Students are encouraged to be careful with their
valuables. Keep them locked in lockers or in their bags.

Ribs at the Ranch 2010

Thanks to all who participated at the third annual ribfest on
June 26 as a worker or consumer! We were thankful that the
storm veered to the north and that folks came out after it had
passed! It was especially gratifying to have several younger
alumni assist with organizing the Running of the Pigs — Ashley
Unruh, dunk tank — Bethany Miller, and bounce house/face
painting — Jaden Miller! We look forward to next year’s event
on Saturday, June 25 — mark your calendars now!

Booster Club Activities 2010-11

The Booster Club has four main fundraising events that
raise money to help support our athletic teams by purchasing
uniforms and equipment or by paying for food or hotel rooms at
state level competitions.

We count on parents taking charge of each of these
events: Soccer Concessions (see next article), Pizza Fest
Night, Pork Loin BBQ, and Winter Fruit Sales. Contact
Vernetta Waltner at 925-4237, ext. 235 or
vwaltner@freemanacademy.org to volunteer as a chairperson
for the event of your choice!

Notes & Reminders, cont.

2010-11 Required Forms

Important release/consent forms were mailed

to your homes last month to be signed by

students and parents or guardians with a

requested due date of July 15. If you have not

returned those forms to the Administration

Office, please do so immediately. If you have
misplaced your forms, they are available on-line or you may
stop in the office to pick up new ones. Please sit down with
your student(s) and complete all forms, returning them to the
office now. Please be sure to complete all information and
signatures. Please do not return partially completed forms.
Each student needs their own set of forms with appropriate
signatures.

All release forms need to be signed and submitted to the
office prior to student computer accounts being activated for
the next school year. This includes medical release forms,
student handbook acknowledgements, etc. This is very
important since your child(ren) will likely need computer
access the first day of school. If students’ forms are not turned
in until the first day of school, the students may need to wait a
few days until their account can be set up which will affect their
class participation, homework, etc.

Accident insurance for students will not be available this
year because it was not taken advantage of last year.

Reminder to turn in athletic physical forms NO LATER THAN
FIRST PRACTICE: August 9, Soccer7:00-9:00 p.m., and
August 16, Volleyball 9 8:00-10:00 a.m. and Cross Country -
TBA!

Soccer Concessions

There are seven home games this year: | @ L
Aug. 30, Sept. 10, Sept. 11, Sept. 13 (JV | >
only), Sept. 21 (JV & Varsity), Sept. 24 and
Sept. 25. We need a parent or group of
parents to coordinate concessions for these
dates. Menus could vary or be the same at
every game. We have a large number of hot
dogs that have been donated. Contact
Vernetta Waltner for more details and to volunteer!

Student Absences

A parent or guardian needs to call the school (925-4237) to
report student absences or tardiness before 8:00 a.m. and
leave a message on the receptionist phone by dialing “0” after
the automated attendant answers. Please do not leave
absence/tardy messages on the direct extensions of either
Anita Neufeld or Cindy Boese. If either of these individuals is
out of the office that day, the message will remain in their voice
mailbox and will not be heard by anyone until they return to the
office which may be a day or two later.

If parent notification is not received within 24 hours, the
absence or tardy will be considered “unexcused.” (Please see
the Student Handbook which was mailed the end of June
regarding academic penalties for unexcused absences.)
Absences other than personal illness/injury, death in the
family/funerals, emergencies deemed to have good and
sufficient cause for absence, doctor/dental/medical
appointments will be subject to administrative approval and
parent or guardian notification.

If you choose to e-mail your notification of student
absence, please e-mail cbhoese@freemanacademy.org with a
copy to aneufeld@freemanacademy.org. This helps ensure
your message is received by the school in the event either
Cindy or Anita is out of the office that day.

Freeman Academy News & Notes
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TRIP Updates

Excitement around TRIP is building! In July credits were
posted to family accounts to reflect rebates earned in the first
three months of the program. Even with 25% of the rebates
withheld for administrative costs, a total of $869.33 was
distributed to the tuition accounts of 12 students. We have 15
individuals signed up for the program, which includes folks who
are contributing to a specific student’s tuition or to the general
financial aid pool.

Interest in our local businesses is especially strong. Please
note two areas of clarification, however.

At the present time, FA TRIP cards at the Etc Shoppe may
be used only on thrift items.

Norm’s Pharmacy has instituted a computerized system in
which a credit account is opened for each customer joining this
program. Your TRIP card will prompt store personnel to apply
purchases accordingly, and the remaining balance will appear
on your receipt. Credit accounts can be replenished by future
payments to TRIP, but no additional cards will be issued to on-
going customers.

Turner County Fair Taco Stand

The taco stand at the Turner County Fair is a GREAT OP-
PORTUNITY to get started on parent volunteer hours for the
new school year! Freeman Academy will once again operate a
food stand at the Turner County Fair in Parker, SD August 16
- 19 serving softshells, Indian tacos, brats, and French fries.
This fundraiser generates $10,000 - $12,000 for special pro-
jects, events, equipment, and the current fund. It is also an
opportunity for us to generate income from outside of our
local community resources, and to present Freeman Acad-
emy hospitality and service to a greater public audience.

Itis EXTREMELY IMPORTANT FOR ALL FAMILIES TO
PARTICIPATE IN WORKING THIS EVENT! This is a project
that takes many hands. This venture emphasizes adults and
students working TOGETHER! Student help from grades 7 — 12
is needed and welcomed, but their work DOES NOT COUNT as
tuition reduction hours since they benefit directly from the funds
raised. Those who work a 3-hour (or longer) shift will receive a
personalized food coupon to be used at our stand.

Individuals and/or families may choose to work a double shift
on one day rather than drive to Parker two different times, OR
persons might take a short shift on 2 or 3 different days if com-
ing to the fair for other reasons also. Choose from the following

Please also be reminded that the Orders Due Time remains
at 12:00 noon every other Friday, and that our new Pick-Up
Time is from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon in the Business Office on
alternate Fridays. The schedule for the near future follows.

Orders Due Pick-Up Day
July 30 August 6
August 13 August 20
August 27 September 3
September 10 September 17
September 24 October 1

One more reminder: if you are unable to meet Barb to
receive your order on Pick-Up Day, you must contact her at 605
-610-7729, 925-4713 or mbyoder@goldenwest.net to make
other arrangements. Please also feel free to contact her if you
have questions or have not yet enrolled in TRIP.

shift times:
Special Shift on Monday only: 8:00 a.m. — 9:00 a.m. sanitizing
equipment

9:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m. — 3:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m. —7:30 p.m.

food preparation (dicing and chopping)
cooking and serving the public
cooking and serving the public

5:00 p.m. —8:00 p.m. cooking and serving the public

7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. cooking and serving, PLUS clean up!
9:00 p.m. until booth is cleaned Thursday night only

Contact Barb Yoder ASAP to reserve your preferred
working date and time T 925-4713 or email
mbyoder@goldenwest.net

Due to the strict guidelines given to us by the state health
department, please observe the following:

WEAR CLOSED TOE SHOES!! ABSOLUTELY NO
SANDALS OR FLIP -FLOPS!!

Long hair must be pulled back.

Wear a clean cap/hat. (Bring your favorite one from homel!!)

Do not touch hair, face, or body while working in the booth.

Do not wear jewelry. Ponytail bands are not to be worn on
wrists.

No eating or drinking in the booth.

Only workers are allowed in the booth.

Wear appropriate clothing while representing FA. No
spaghetti strap tops, muscle shirts, skimpy shorts/skirts, or
anything with offensive images/messages.

Eat before or after your shift (unless you are working a dou-
ble shift).

Questions may be directed to the committee members:
Sharla Unruh (925-7841), Donna Ries (925-4404), Lois Woll-
man (387-5600), or Monica Clem (925-4603).
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Music Department Notes

Instrumental (&
=
Department

It's time to start thinking
about the 2010-2011 school
year. All band students in
grades 6 — 12 should bring their instruments to school
on Thursday, August 26, the first day of school. If
instruments need to be repaired or cleaned, please see
that they are finished before the first day of school. All
woodwind players need to have at least 2 or 3 good
reeds to begin the year and percussionists must have
their own pair of snare drum sticks. All instrument cases
must be marked with a durable name tag. If you would
like Donna to supply one for a $3.00 charge, contact her
at home, 925-4404. Please check the school supply list
for other information.

Concert Choir
and Chamber
Choir

All students in grades 9-12

are welcome to join the
concert choir. Concert choir meets Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays from 12:42-1:30 p.m.
Members are required to attend all classes and
performances.

The chamber choir is an auditioned group with 25-30
members. Students must be a member of the concert
choir and a full time student to audition for chamber
choir. Seniors, who are enrolled as a full time student,
may join chamber without an audition. Those seniors
who have not talked directly to Mrs. Hofer Vetch must do
so before auditions begin on August 26. Class times for
chamber choir will be Tuesdays and Thursdays from
10:08-11:00 a.m. Members are required to attend all
classes and performances. This choir will travel to
Salem, Oregon in April for the Mennonite Secondary
Council’s (MSC) Choir Festival.

Auditions for chamber choir will start on Thursday,
August 26, during third period (10:08-11:00) and

Lessons are a very important part of a band student’s
development and are required of band students in
grades 5 — 8. Parents of students in grades 6-8 should
start securing lesson teachers now. High school
students wishing to take lessons should also contact
their teachers as well. Teachers need to be in place by
September 1 after which Donna will schedule the
lessons given at school. Please contact Donna for a list
of available teachers or with any questions or concerns
that you may have.

Reminders:

High School All-State Orchestra Auditions are in mid-
October.

Middle Schoolers have their All-State Band audition
music.

Now is the time to get instruments checked over and

cleaned.
Donna Ries

continue on Tuesday, August 31 during the chamber
choir period in the Music Hall choir room. Please come
and sign up for an audition slot by the choir room bulletin
board.

Audition Expectations:

Sing a song either accompanied or unaccompanied.
This song can be a hymn, contest solo or a song you
wrote.

Be prepared to do some sight-singing.

Tonal memory - | will play a few notes and you will
sing them back to me.

Should you have any questions regarding this please
feel free to contact Amy at 925-4237, ext. 240.

A note to the parents: Each year FA is invited to
participate and share in worship at Hutterthal Mennonite
Church, Salem-Zion (North) Mennonite Church and
Salem (South) Mennonite Church all of rural Freeman.
All choir members are expected to attend and participate
in these services. Please note the following dates on
your calendar:

October 17 — Hutterthal Mennonite — 9:45 a.m.
worship
November 7 — Salem (South) Mennonite Church —9:30
a.m. worship
January 23 — Salem-Zion (North) Mennonite Church —
10:30 a.m. worship

Amy Hofer Vetch
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Upcoming Events

July

25 PvtRes DH 8:3(M0
29 Finance Comm. Mtg 8:00 ADM Library
31 PvtRes DH (tent)

August

3 Pvt Res DH Kitcttba

4 Pvt Res DH Kitchen B0

Pvt Res FH Dorm Suites

5  Communications Meeting 10:00 CH
Pvt Res DH Kitchen1@:B30

7  Pvt Res Afternoon VisCtr
Alumni Banquet 6:30 DH
Pvt Res VisCtr Evening

8  PvtRes Vis Ctr Noon

9  Soccer Practice Begins

11 PvtRes 6:30 Rose Garden & DH

12 Pvt Res Plymnasium

1314Pvt Res DHAriday noonSaturday evening

14 Soccer Scrimmage 1§00n @ FA

16 Volleyball and Cross Country Practices
Begin

1619FA Food Booth @ Turner County Fair

21 Soccer @ Mitchell (JV 6:00, V 8:00)

22 Opening Convocation for the New School

Year 7:30 PH
Parent/Community Meeting for Strategic
Planning 7:30 DH

23

FREEMAN ACADEMY

Where Faith & the Arts
Bring Learning to Life

748 S Main Street
PO Box 1000
Freeman SD 57029

Phone: 605-925-4237

Fax: 605-925-4271

E-mail:
info@freemanacademy.org

Web:
www.freemanacademy.org

2325Staff Inservice Days

16

* Subject to change

Soccer @ James Valley Christian JV 3:00 V

24 Prayer Meeting 6:30 CH; 5:00
Board Meeting 7:00 MH Volleyball Triangular @ Gayville 5:00
26 First Day of School! Prayer Meeting 6:30 CH;
27 Cross Country @ Beresford Board Meeting 7:00 MH
Soccer @ Hot Springs 6:00 18 Soccer @ Huron 11:00
28 Soccer @ Custer 1:00 20 Parent Information Night 7:00 DH
30 Soccer (H) Mitchell Christian JV 5:00 21 Soccer (H) SFalls Christian JV 4:30 V 5:45
30 Parent/Community Meeting for Strategic Volleyball (H) Alcestodson 5:00
Planning 7:30 DH 24 Soccer (H) Leéxkadwood 5:00
31 Cross Country @ Salem 25 Soccer (H) Douglas 1:00
Volleyball (H) Dakota Christian 6:15 Pvt Res DH Kitchen all day
27 Late Star§10:30- NCA Teacher Day
Soccer @ Mitchell Christian 5:00
Corporation Meeting 7:30 DH
September 28 HS Albtate Chorus Auditions 7:00 CH
30 Volleyball Tvialley Conf. Ty @ FA & @ Alc
2 Enrolliment Steering Comm. (ESC) Mtg. Hudson
7:30 a.m. ADM Libra . . .
Volleyball (H) Menno 6:1% ABM Ahdml?lstratlon (Classroom Building)
3 Soccer @ St. Thomas Moore JV 4:00 V 5:30 ¢ ¢ ape .
4  Soccer @ Chamber JV 3:00 FH Frontier Hall (dormitory)
Pvt Res VisCtr 411000 MH - Music Hall |
6  Labor DayNo School Pioneer |I:||a”
7 Volleyball @ Dell Ra?/c Ste'gCaMaryés 6:15
9  School Pictures Grade$41 8:30 PH 'i tr V|b3|tor enter
Volleyball @ Alcestardson 5:00 ﬁr o 2 Orﬁ.“am
10 Soccer (H) Belle Fourche 5:00 mph  Amphitheater
11 Soccer (H) Sturgis 11:00
13 Soccer (V) James Valley Christian JV 5:00
14 Early Dismissal 2:50; Staff Mtg. 3:00 MH
Volleyball @ Irene/Wakonda 6:15
Ll
Calendar Reminders
A August 7 : Alumni Banquet, Reservations Required by July 30
A August 9: Soccer Practice Begins
A August 16: Cross Country & Volleyball Practices Begin
A August 16 Z19: Freeman Academy Turner County Fair Food Booth
A August 22: Opening Convocation 7:30 p.m. at Pioneer Hall
A August 23: Parent/Community Meeting for Strategic Planning
7:30 p.m. Dining Hall
A August 23 - 25: Staff Inservice Days
A August 26: First Day of School!
A August 30: Parent/Community Meeting for Strategic Planning
7:30 p.m. Dining Hall
A September 6: Labor Day Z No School
A September 9:  School Pictures Z Grades5 Z 11
A September 20: Parent Info Night7:00 p.m. Dining Hall




