
Coming Events  

748 South Main, PO Box 1000 
Freeman, South Dakota  57029-1000 
 
Return Service Requested 

 
December 10, 12  

    Yuletide Banquet       6:00 p.m. 

 

 

February 20  

    Dining Extravaganza  6:30p.m. 

  

Watch the website for updates            

and ticket information!  

 

 

March 19 -20, 26 -27 

     Schmeckfest   

  

Soccer  

The Freeman Academy soccer team, coached by 

Nathan Epp, finished the season with a 5-8-1 

record.  This was the first time in five years 

that they missed qualifying for the state tour-

nament, ending in tenth place for Class A 

statewide.  The JV team finished with a 0-5-1 

record. 

 

Cross Country  

A small number of participants didnôt dampen 

the spirits of the 2009 cross country runners at 

FA!  Ben Brockmueller, grade 9, was the only 

male runner.  Girlsô team members included eleventh graders Lauren Unruh and 

Lillie Koerner, tenth graders Makayla Epp and Melody Basselman, and seventh 

grader Clara Koerner.  The girls captured runner-up honors at the region meet 

which qualified the entire team for the SDHSAA State Meet in Rapid City on Oc-

tober 24.  State meet placings were: Lillie ï 8th, Clara ï 29th, Lauren ï 48th, and 

Ben ï 59th.  The team was coached by Suzanne Koerner. 

 

Volleyball  

The Lady Bobcats entered district tournament rounds with a 7-13 record, the 

best season since FA began playing sanctioned varsity volleyball in 2004. After 

defeating Scotland 3-1 the first night, the team lost to #1 rated Ethan 0-3.   Sara 

Flohrs coached the team. 

Fall Sports 

Review 

 

December 2009 

Freeman Academy, as part 

of Christôs church, 

integrates Christian 

principles into all learning 

while maintaining a 

standard of excellence in 

academics, creative arts 

and athletics.  Freeman 

Academy is Mennonite in 

origin and doctrine, but 

seeks to serve students of all 

Christian faiths.  A safe, 

caring and nurturing 

atmosphere prepares 

students to accept Godôs call 

to live a life of 

compassionate service and 

discipleship to Christ.  

Our Missioné 

Where Faith & the Arts 

Bring Learning to Life 

748 S Main Street, PO Box 1000, Freeman SD 57029 

Phone: 605-925-4237 / Fax: 605-925-4271       info@freemanacademy.org 

www.freemanacademy.org 

By Vernetta Waltner  

 

This past summer I had the 

opportunity to become acquainted 

with two alumni when they visited the 

Freeman Academy campus to record 

their memories of school in the 

1950ôs. Marian Kleinsasser Towne and 

Orville Schmidt shared 16 years of 

education together beginning at 

Freeman Elementary School and 

continuing at the one-room rural 

school, Sunshine #26, near their farm 

homes north of Freeman. After 

graduating from Freeman Academy in 

1951 and FJC in 1953, they received 

Bachelor of Arts degrees from Bethel 

College, North Newton, KS and both 

found their way to The University of 

Chicago for Masterôs degrees. Not 

only were they classmates, but they 

are also second cousins, their mothers 

having been Tieszens from the 

Marion, SD, area.   

Their desire to leave family 

members and óothersô a history of life 

in the rural community of Freeman in 

southeastern South Dakota prompted 

them to plan a visit that would allow 

them to reminisce and record life as 

they experienced it.  They hired a 

videographer, Caroline Bixler of 

Michigan, to spend several days with 

them as they filmed in old, familiar 

buildings and surroundings, allowing 

the visual to stimulate their memories 

of days gone by.  But, where have they 

been the past fifty-some years? 

With degrees from Bethel, U. of 

Chicago, and Christian Theological 

Seminary (Indianapolis, M.A. in 

Continued on page 2 

Marian Kleinsasser Towne  

Two Classmates  

Reminisce 

Orville Schmidt  
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Communication), Marian remembers how a Freeman 

Academy English teacher, Esther Bohn, prepared her to 

pursue further study in English literature and writing.  

When only three years of English were required for 

graduation from Freeman Academy, Miss Bohn tutored 

Marian daily in the classics during her senior year. 

Marian also credits FA/FJC instructor, Katherine 

Kaufman, with providing her skills in drama and debate.  

It was Miss Kaufman who recommended her for a six-

week course in debate at Northwestern Universityôs High 

School Institute of Speech in Evanston, IL during the 

summer of 1950. 

Marian pursued a career in teaching English, speech, 

and drama in secondary schools and colleges in Kansas, 

Illinois, Ohio and Indiana.  She authored seven books, 

including Bread of Life: Diaries and Memories of a 

Dakota Family, 1936 -45, which recounts life on her farm 

home through her fatherôs (John P Kleinsasser, 

nicknamed Morgan) diaries and her memories.  Marian 

lives with her husband, Rev. Dr. Edgar A. Towne, in 

Indianapolis, IN and continues to be active in church 

and community affairs.  

PAX Service (1955-58) was the defining experience 

of Orvilleôs life.  He served with Mennonite Central 

Committee in Enkenbach, Germany for a few months 

and was then transferred to Paris, France to work in the 

Coordination Committee for International Voluntary 

Work Camps.  The last 16 months were spent at the 

Mennohaus in Kaiserslautern as secretary to director, 

Dwight Wiebe. To this day, he fondly recalls the feeling 

of solidarity experienced with fellow PAXers as they 

worked together: constructing houses for Prussian 

Mennonite refugees; the exposure to the devastation of 

war; and the resilience of human beings forced to begin 

again with nothing but the shirt on their backs, the ideas 

in their heads, and perseverance in their hearts. 

In the fall of 1959, Orville began teaching high school 

classes in Henderson High School followed by marriage 

to Sandra Kroeker (his best English IV student!) in 1963. 

After several years of educational involvement in 

Princeton, New Jersey, they moved to the Chicago area 

where he finished the course work at The University of 

Chicago but never wrote his final thesis.  Beginning in 

the late 60ôs and continuing for 30 years, Orville became 

pleasantly distracted with a long buried and unsuspected 

fascination with farming!  With counsel and guidance 

from his brother, Gordon, Orville partnered with Randy 

Score to raise crops in the Tilden, NE area while he and 

his family maintained residence in Illinois and later in 

Wakarusa, IN. 

Orville and Marian thoroughly enjoyed their time on 

campus and are impressed by the physical plant that has 

emerged since their graduation ï Frontier Hall, 

remodeling of Pioneer Hall lobby, and Sterling Hall.  

They did miss seeing the ñold dormò and the ñnew dormò 

of their era!  Both of them hold high esteem for FA/FJC 

as an institution which encouraged them to develop their 

talents and interests while it also instilled and nurtured 

the belief that ñwe stand, we build on the shoulders of 

those who have gone before and who have played such a 

major role in our becoming what we have become. ò 

Continued from page 1 

Two Classmates 

Reminisce 

Orville Schmidt and 

Marion Kleinsasser 

Towne  

Preparations are underway for 

another fabulous Schmeckfest 

celebration on March 19,20 and 

March 26,27, and we look forward to 

seeing many of you!  The Freeman 

Academy Auxiliary invites all 

interested persons to consider 

expanding your Schmeckfest 

experience by spending one day 

WORKING at the event and another 

day as a GUEST!  Assistance is 

needed in the demonstrations and at 

the meal as a kitchen helper/cook or 

as a table server. 

 Last year the Freeman 

Academy class of 1999 united by 

planning a ñworking reunionò and spent Saturday evening serving guests in the dining room.  

As you can see by the picture, class members plus one spouse had a great time and 

recommend the experience to everyone!  Contact Vernetta Waltner at 605-925-4237, ext. 235 

or vwaltner@freemanacademy.org  to plan an individual or group working experience!  

 Tickets for the ethnic meal and the musical, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 

Dreamcoat written by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice , go on sale December 1.  Online 

orders for tickets begin  December 7 by going to www.schmeckfesttickets.com. 
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Development News 

Schmeckfest 2010: 

Jeff Kliewer, Kim 

Waltner Kliewer, 

Brent Brockmueller, 

Lacey Schmidt, 

Amber Schrag, Joy 

Pullman Arhart  

The annual Freeman 

Academy Corporation 

meeting took place on 

September 28 in Pioneer 

Hall. Board of Directors 

President, Myles 

Brockmueller (FAô82 FJCô84), called the meeting to 

order. Craig Wollman (FJCô84), math instructor, opened 

the meeting with a short devotional and prayer. Current 

enrollment stands at 68 students:  21 middle school 

students and 47 high school students. This number 

includes five international students from Taiwan, South 

Korea, Thailand, and China. 

    The administrative and finance reports were given 

by Pam Tieszen (FAô82 FJCô84), Superintendent/

Principal. It was noted that the 2008 -2009 fiscal year 

was steady considering the chaotic national economy. 

The annual financials were reviewed and changes to the 

current 2009 -10 budget were shared.  Staff continues to 

focus on NCA accreditation goals . 

    Following all written and oral reports, the election 

of new board members took place.  Les Rensink was re-

elected for a second term. Krista Graber was elected to 

replace Elizabeth Janssen who has completed one, four-

year term and chose not to run again. Delvonna Wentz 

was also elected to the board to complete the remaining 

two-year term left vacant by Bonnie Young. Young filled 

the position of enrollment director last October. Board 

reorganization will take place at the November board 

meeting.  Other board members are John Butkus, Loren 

Waltner, Myles Brockmueller, Eloise Schrag, John Clem, 

and Amy Waltner. Following a time of questions, the 

meeting was adjourned. 

Corporation 

Meeting 2009 

mailto:vwaltner@freemanacademy.org
http://www.schmeckfesttickets.com

