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Continued from page 1

Orville Schmidt and
Marion Kleinsasser
Towne

Communication), Marian remembers how a Freeman
Academy English teacher, Esther Bohn, prepared her to
pursue further study in English literature and writing.
When only three years of English were required for
graduation from Freeman Academy, Miss Bohn tutored
Marian daily in the classics during her senior year.

Marian also credits FA/FJC instructor, Katherine
Kaufman, with providing her skills in drama and debate.
It was Miss Kaufman who recommended her for a six-
week course in debate at N
School Institute of Speech in Evanston, IL during the
summer of 1950.

Marian pursued a career in teaching English, speech,
and drama in secondary schools and colleges in Kansas,
lllinois, Ohio and Indiana. She authored seven books,
including Bread of Life: Diaries and Memories of a
Dakota Family, 1936 -45, which recounts life on her farm
home through her fatheros
nicknamed Morgan) diaries and her memories. Marian
lives with her husband, Rev. Dr. Edgar A. Towne, in
Indianapolis, IN and continues to be active in church
and community affairs.

PAX Service (195558) was the defining experience
of Orvillebds I|ife. He ser
Committee in Enkenbach, Germany for a few months
and was then transferred to Paris, France to work in the
Coordination Committee for International Voluntary
Work Camps. The last 16 months were spent at the
Mennohaus in Kaiserslautern as secretary to director,
Dwight Wiebe. To this day, he fondly recalls the feeling
of solidarity experienced with fellow PAXers as they

worked together: constructing houses for Prussian
Mennonite refugees; the exposure to the devastation of
war; and the resilience of human beings forced to begin
again with nothing but the shirt on their backs, the ideas
in their heads, and perseverance in their hearts.
In the fall of 1959, Orville began teaching high school
classes in Henderson High School followed by marriage
to Sandra Kroeker (his best English 1V student!) in 1963.
After several years of educational involvement in
oRrincétom,eNew Jersey, theymmiovedeto thei Chigagosaredd i g h
where he finished the course work at The University of
Chicago but never wrote his final thesis. Beginning in
the | ate 606s and continuing
pleasantly distracted with a long buried and unsuspected
fascination with farming! With counsel and guidance
from his brother, Gordon, Orville partnered with Randy
Score to raise crops in the Tilden, NE area while he and
( his taimily mé&intalded eesidescea ia Kimois and later in
Wakarusa, IN.
Orville and Marian thoroughly enjoyed their time on
campus and are impressed by the physical plant that has
emerged since their graduationi Frontier Hall,
remodeling of Pioneer Hall lobby, and Sterling Hall.
vTehde ywidtihd Meinsnso nsieteei nCge ntthrealfiol d
of their era! Both of them hold high esteem for FA/FJC
as an institution which encouraged them to develop their
talents and interests while it also instilled and nurtured
the belief that Awe stand, we
those who have gone before and who have played such a
maj or role in our becoming wh

Development News

Preparations are underway for
another fabulous Schmeckfest
celebration on March 19,20 and
March 26,27, and we look forward to
seeing many of you! The Freeman
Academy Auxiliary invites all
interested persons to consider
expanding your Schmeckfest
experience by spending one day
WORKING at the event and another
day as a GUEST! Assistance is
needed in the demonstrations and at
the meal as a kitchen helper/cook or
as a table server.

Last year the Freeman
Academy class of 1999 united by

pl anning a Aworking reunio

As you can see by the picture, class members plus one spouse had a great time and
recommend the experience to everyone! Contact Vernetta Waltner at 605925-4237, ext. 235
or vwaltner@freemanacademy.org to plan an individual or group working experience!
Tickets for the ethnic meal and the musical, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat written by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice, go on sale December 1. Online
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no and spent

Sat L?qhnﬁe%f?tz%lq} ening

Jeff Kliewer, Kim
Waltner Kliewer,
Brent Brockmueller,
Lacey Schmidt,
Amber Schrag, Joy
Pullman Arhart

orders for tickets begin December 7 by going towww.schmeckfesttickets.com.

The annual Freeman
Academy Corporation
meeting took place on
September 28 in Pioneer
Hall. Board of Directors
President, Myles
Brockmuell er (FA0682 FJC684
order. Craig Woll man (FJC6
the meeting with a short devotional and prayer. Current
enrollment stands at 68 students: 21 middle school
students and 47 high school students. This number
includes five international students from Taiwan, South
Korea, Thailand, and China.

The administrative and finance reports were given
by Pam Tieszen (FA682 FJCH
Principal. It was noted that the 2008 -2009 fiscal year
was steady considering the chaotic national economy.

Corporation
Meeting 2009

The annual financials were reviewed and changes to the
current 2009 -10 budget were shared. Staff continues to
focus on NCA accreditation goals .

Following all written and oral reports, the election
of new board members took place. Les Rensink was re
elected for a second term. Krista Graber was elected to

) replace &llzdbethdJansskerewharhasecbnpletgd ohepfour
8yéar term ara thbse nhohts rurr againt Delvonna Wenez n e d
was also elected to the board to complete the remaining
two-year term left vacant by Bonnie Young. Young filled
the position of enrollment director last October. Board
reorganization will take place at the November board
meeting. Other board members are John Butkus, Loren
Waltner, Myles Brockmueller, Eloise Schrag, John Clem,
8athd Amy \Baltmee Followihge tindeenfrqiestions, the
meeting was adjourned.
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