
ALUMNI  BANQUET 
AND GIFT REPORT 

One hundred seventy guests 

attended the annual FJC & FA 

Alumni Banquet on Saturday, 

August 6, 2011.  We were in-

spired by featured speaker Roger 

Duarte (FA ’61) who related his 

journey to Freeman and Freeman 

Academy.  The FA Class of ’61 

provided special music and also 

the emcee, Don Gross. 

We are grateful for the wonderful 

financial gifts provided by the 

following celebrating classes: 

— FA Class of ’51 — $2075 —

student financial aid 

— FA Class of ’56—$3650 —

student financial aid 

— FA & FJC Class of ’61—$5140 

— new database program 

and internet server update 

Next year’s banquet (honored 

classes ’37, ’42, ’52, ’62, ’87, 

2002) is scheduled for Saturday, 

August 4. 

 

INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS 

Freeman Academy is pleased to 

welcome these international stu-

dents to our family: 

Anran ―Astera‖ He, 9th grade - 

China; Yunxi ―Cicy‖ Li, 9th grade - 

China; Seulji ―Stella‖ Kim, 12th 

grade - South Korea; Amornlerd 

―Mark‖ Sukmark, 12th grade - 

Thailand; YiZhi ―Ariel‖ Lin, 11th 

grade - China; Hitomi Hiramatsu, 

10th grade - Japan; Paradee 

Kingkham, 10th grade – Thailand 

 

 

 

As we approach the Christmas season, there are 
many blessings to consider. Each school year brings 
challenges of its own, but the blessings always out-
weigh the difficulties. Recently, I was reading a devo-
tional, Jesus Calling, about difficulties and chal-
lenges. The author, Sarah Young, stated that being 

grateful for adversity is one of the highest forms of praise we can offer.  We must realize 
that the pains we experience bring growth, understanding and maturity to our lives.   

James 1:2-4 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 
because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance 
must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 

Granted, this verse speaks to the adversity we face in our daily lives, but I think it aptly 
describes the challenges and blessings of life at Freeman Academy.  

Our administration building was built in 1926 and its character is charming, but many 
areas need attention. We recently updated the exterior, which leads to updates for the 
interior. We have a beautiful but aging campus and the challenges of upkeep are regu-
lar. Keep this particular challenge in your prayers.  Below are listed many of the bless-
ings we experience and a few of the challenges for which we give praise. 

The blessings list is endless and we are grateful! But, how do we work through the chal-
lenges and be grateful? Often, we spend time complaining about whatever confronts us 
instead of offering praise for the opportunity to experience growth or allowing God the 
opportunity to work in our lives. Some of these items come up on our prayer list at 
school or are frequently discussed by staff affected by these areas.  Freeman Academy 
requests your financial support this year end but more importantly, give thanks for the 
blessings and the challenges. 

 

Blessings during this season of the Christ child,  

 
Pam Tieszen 

Blessings and 
Challenges! 

Blessings    Challenges 

Farm managers and field help  Financial Aid for struggling families      
Student success   Technology updates 

Auxiliary quilters   Additional office staff 

Fundraiser committees    Administration building interior updates 

Teachers and staff    Paint (chapel and hallways) 

Host families     Hallway carpet 

Campus volunteers   Sterling Hall Debt reduction  

Bus drivers      
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ALL STATE       

CHORUS AND    

ORCHESTRA    

PARTICIPANTS 

 

Freeman Academy representa-

tives at the annual South Dakota 

All-State Chorus and Orchestra 

held at the Sioux Falls Arena on 

October 29, 2011 were: 

Brooklyn Ries, soprano, fresh-

man, daughter of Donna and 

Duane Ries; Brittney Ries, alto, 

senior, daughter of Donna and 

Duane Ries; Michael VanDiepen, 

tenor, junior, son of Angie 

VanDiepen; Gabriel Eisenbeis, 

bass, sophomore, son of Anita 

and Tim Eisenbeis; Austin 

VanDiepen, tenor alternate, 

freshman, son of Angie 

VanDiepen; Christina Hofer, 6th 

chair trombone, senior, daughter 

of Marnette and Todd Hofer; 

Chris Miller, 4th chair bassoon, 

junior, son of Jenelle and Craig 

Miller; Clara Koerner, 1st chair, 

and only, bass clarinet, fresh-

man, daughter of Suzanne and 

Todd Koerner; Matthew Graber, 

7th chair French horn, junior, son 

of Robin and Kerwin Graber 

 

 

In an effort to assist families with tuition ex-
penses, FA has developed a ―scrip‖ program.  
Scrip is simply a word that means ―substitute 
money‖ which is actually gift cards and certifi-
cates from national and local retailers.  Par-
ticipating retailers sell gift certificates at a dis-

count to FA which member families buy at full face value and redeem for full face 
value.  FA then keeps the difference to apply to tuition accounts. 

 

What makes this kind of fundraising unique is that it does not involve any selling. 
Money is earned with regular household purchases of gas, groceries, prescriptions, 
clothing, entertainment, etc. which would be made anyway!  It is merely done with an 
alternative form of payment much like a personal check or credit card. 

 

Freeman Academy works with the Great Lakes Scrip Center and uses the acronym  
TRIP, which stands for Tuition Reduction Incentive Program.  Member families can 
designate their earnings to benefit a specific family, to begin saving for future stu-
dents, or to be added to the General Tuition Assistance Fund which is used for finan-
cial aid awards. 

 

While member families around Freeman are able to utilize many of the local partici-
pating retailers, a feature of this program that may especially appeal to constituents 
at a distance is ScripNow!  This is the method by which ―electronic cards‖ are or-
dered and paid for on-line and then delivered via email.  E-cards are available within 
minutes after being ordered and can also be sent as gift cards to another’s email ad-
dress.  Limited national retailers are currently in this program, but the list continues to 
grow as additional companies become compliant with ScripNow! technology.  Cur-
rent ScripNow! retailers can be found at www.glscrip.com. 

 

For more information about this exciting new program, check the FA TRIP link on the 
school’s website or contact Coordinator Barb Yoder at mbyoder@goldenwest.net or 
605-925-4713. 

Join us for an elegant dining experi-
ence at the 13

th
 Annual Dining Ex-

travaganza at the Freeman Acad-
emy Dining Hall on Friday, Febru-
ary 17 at 6:30 p.m.  Please note 

the change of DAY this year.    

Plans are still being finalized, but the following chefs will be featured:   Tony Kellar - 

international dish,   David Friesen – fish, Kris Carlson ς coffee,  Mark Sukmark - Thai 

cuisine, Marge Waltner – specialty dips, Jenelle Miller – bread, Joey and Patti 
Graber – salad.  

These artists will contribute art pieces:  Erin Wollman, Tim Waltner, Jeremy Waltner, 

Joe Mason, Susan Schmeichel, Kevin Gross, LaNae Waltner, Bruce Duerksen and 

Lavonne Dyck.  Two Freeman Academy scholarships will also be auctioned. 

Further menu, art, and entertainment details are being finalized and will be posted on 
the web at www.freemanacademy.org as they are available along with a ticket order 
form.  Advance reservations are needed.  Tickets are available for Christmas gift giv-
ing!  Contact Vernetta Waltner at vwaltner@freemanacademy.org or 605-925-4237, 
ext. 235. Members of the committee are Amy Hofer Vetch, Jill Hofer, Kim Jones and 
Everett Waltner. 

Tuition Reduction 
Incentive Program 

Dining Extravaganza 
Friday, February 16, 2012 
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The program com-
mittee of the Free-
man Academy Auxil-
iary is pleased to 
announce that ―The 
Wizard of Oz‖ will be the 2012 Schmeckfest musical under the direction 
of Jeremy Waltner.  Auditions will be held on January 3, 5 and 6, 2012.  
Watch the Freeman Courier for more details. 

The stage adaptation of The Wizard of Oz follows closely the familiar 
story depicted in the 1939 fantasy movie based on the story written by L. 
Frank Baum. In it, a young girl, Dorothy, travels to the Land of Oz after a 
tornado sweeps across her family¹s Kansas farm. While in Oz, she en-
counters a host of characters including the Cowardly Lion, Scarecrow, 

Tin Man, Wicked Witch of the West and the Wizard himself in her quest to return to Kan-
sas.  

The musical includes iconic songs like, "Over the Rainbow," "Ding Dong! The Witch Is 
Dead" and "We're Off To See The Wizard" written by Harold Arlen and E.Y. Har-
burg. It is based upon the classical motion picture owned by Turner Entertain-
ment Co. and distributed in all media by Warner Bros.  ―The Wizard of Oz‖ is 
produced by arrangement with TAMS-WITMARK MUSIC LIBRARY, INC., 560 
Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10022. 

 ―The Wizard of Oz‖ will be presented each evening of Schmeckfest 2012 on 
March 23, 24, 30 and 31 with an additional performance Thursday, March 29. 
Tickets go on sale December 1.  The Schmeckfest ticket order form can be 
found on page 6. 

Schmeckfest 2012 Musical: 
―Wizard of Oz‖ 

FA’s soccer team earned a berth at the 2011 South 
Dakota State Soccer Tournament hosted in Mitchell, 
SD on October 6, 7, 8 and finished in eighth place. 

Participating at the state cross country meet in Sioux 
Falls on Saturday, October 22 were Clara Koerner, 
freshman, daughter of Todd and Suzanne Koerner; Ben Brockmueller, junior, son of 
Lee and Marilyn Brockmueller; James DeJarnette, junior, son of Doug and Pam De-
Jarnette. 

Final record for the Lady Bobcats volleyball team was 3 – 16.  The middle 
school girls volleyball team finished the season with a 11 – 2 record, winning the 
Gayville-Volin Invite for the third year in a row. 

Fall Sports   
Highlights 

We invite alumni, friends, and family to join together on March 23, 24 and 
March 30, 31 to share a day or two of service for Freeman Academy while re-
uniting with classmates, friends or family! 

Service is sharing and God has blessed this community and school with a de-
sire to share our ethnic heritage and hospitality through Schmeckfest.  Cer-
tainly it is a profitable venture, BUT it is a lot of hard work that is great fun 
when many hands work together!   For the Freeman Academy Auxiliary, 
―putting on‖ Schmeckfest is a labor of love and a desire to serve God by mak-
ing Christian education available for our community. 

There are various opportunities – cooks, waiters, demonstrators, ushers, etc.  
Contact Vernetta Waltner at vwaltner@freemanacademy.org or 925-4237, 

ext. 235 for information on job options.  Join the ñSchmeckfest Machineò in pro-

moting the mission of Christian education!   

Schmeckfest Workers Needed—Have a Reun-
ion With Classmates, Friends or Family  

Soccer Team 

CC Team 

Volleyball Team 

MS Volleyball 

Team 
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