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. who understands the inner workings of

part of Chri complitersy James Roesler is the go-to
integrates Christian prin_ person! James began WOI’k fOI’ |nte| Cor-
poration 14 years ago as a process engi-
FOCUS November 2011 Ciples into all |eal‘ning neer and now has been promoted to a
manager of process engineers.

What does a process engineer
dard of excellence in aca- do? Their job is to develop the next gen-
eration of manufacturing processes for
computer chips. They are problem

while maintaining a stan-

demics, creative arts and

athletics. Freeman Acad- solvers for making computer parts for
: e : micro processers. The goal is to make
FOCUS emy is Mennonite in or- every component smaller, faster and
gin and doctrine, but cheaper. There are always new chal- ti mes of Jamesod | ife wa:
lenges and problems to solve. was born with complications at birth that
seeks to serve students Physics and math instructor, caused damage to nerves affecting his
248 S. Main/PO Box 1000 of all Christian faiths. A Myron Harms was very supportive and right arm. After eight surgeries that in-
Freeman, SD 57029-1000 inspirational to James and provided a volved nerve transplants, Joshua now
605-925-4237 ph safe, caring and nurturing good foundation for future study. Attend- has some use of his arm.
605-925-7120 fax S ) ing Bethel College in North Newton, KS During Jamegdar recent
www.freemanacademy.org atmosphere prepares presented more opportunities for him to reunion with classmates during Alumni
students to become proficient in the growing field of Banquet Weekend 2011, he reflected on
) ) technology. James received his Masters the education he received at Freeman
call to live a life of com- Degree and PhD in physics at the Uni- Academy. Rod Janzen (history) and Dr.
passionate service and versity of lllinois in Urbana-Champaign. James Engle (Bible) were memorable
While studying there, he worked as a teachers and helped him to develop a
discipleship to Christ. research assistant. deeper spiritual understanding at an ear-
James met his wife Sheri while lier age. This grounding enabled him to
they were both students at Bethel. They have meaningful conversations with
www.freemanacademy.org have two children: Kaitlynn, 16, enjoys Christians from other denominations
dance; Joshua, 12, plays soccer and is a while in the doctorate program in lllinois.
Boy Scout. The family lives in Hillsboro,
Oregon, population 95,000, about 18 Continued on page 2
miles southwest of Portland. FOCUS

One of the most challenging



The seventh and eighth

grade life science class has
adopted campus recycling as
their class project since a par-
ent provided trash cans for
recyclables. Weekly, they
collect waste paper, cardboard,
cans and bottles from collec-
tion points around campus and
prepare them for removal to
the cityods
project serves as ongoing
lessons in environmental re-
sponsibility and community

service.

The Spanish Il class is
memori zing the
in Spanish this year. As part of
the curriculum, they need to be
able to recite and write it in

Spanish by the end of the year.

Fifth and sixth graders are
studying Mesopotamia, one of
the oldest civilizations of the
Middle East. The students
made ziggurats as a project
that also coincided with their
Genesis study of the Tower of
Babel and Abraham and
Sarah.

For autumn the class deco-

rated pumpkins by painting on

faces. After completing a unit

on sentence making, the stu-
dents wrote two types of po-
ems, haiku and pyramid style,

on the fall season.
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He is also grateful for the
many opportunities he had
to participate in music,
theater, class projects, etc.
He learned to work with a
group to accomplish a goal.
Freeman Academy played
a big part in the lives of
James and his classmates
teaching them to support
each other for a united pur-
pose. Although it is difficult
to stay
living at a distance, James
feels that Freeman Acad-
emy continues the tradition
of providing excellent Chris-
tian education for a wide
variety of students.

Corporation
Meeting
Summary

The annual FIC/FA Corpo-
ration meeting was held on
Monday, September 26,
2012 in the Dining Hall on
the Freeman Academy
campus. Grand Poobah
Catering served a meal
prior to the start of the busi-
ness meeting to celebrate
the work accomplished by
the many people who par-
ticipated in Strategic Plan-

ficonnec tréaded anWridtied

ning over the past year.
Nearly 100 constituents,
board members and staff
attended numerous meet-
ings during the past 12
months to discuss and pri-
oritize
focus for the coming years.
Highlights of the business
meeting, led by President
Myles Brockmueller, in-
cluded:

a positive financial report
for the fiscal year,
reinstatement of tra-
ditional salary in-

ment accounts,

board decision to
hold tuition rates for
the 2011-12 school
year, improvements
to Pioneer Hall
backstage
Afheavens, 0O
final stage of Frontier Hall
2" floor renovation, and
completion of staff and visi-
tor parking lot east of the
boulevard.

New business included
plans for a committee to
review the corporation by-
laws for the purpose of up-
dating. One major area of
concern is the method of
maintaining membership
and voting privileges. The
process in place is cumber-
some and time-consuming
to tabulate. There are

Freeman

New board mem-
ber elected by a
unanimous ballot

was Jean Morrow

many inactive members
and mailings are expensive.
Other areas to be consid-

ered are board composition/

length of term and provi-
sions for meetings to be
cohduetet! elecyodisally via
email or conference call.
Brockmueller welcomes
input from constituents on
these matters. Volunteers
are also being sought to
serve on the review com-
mittee.

Board members
finishing terms
were DelVonna
Wentz and John
Clem. New board
member elected
by a unanimous
ballot was Jean
Morrow, pastor of
Spirit of Peace
Church in Sioux Falls.
Jeands daught
Dauvis, is a junior at Free-
man Academy. The other
board position was to be
filled by Jill Hofer, but, as
noted in this issue of the
Focus, she has been hired
as school cook. This posi-
tion will be appointed by the
board to serve until the
2012 corporation meeting.
Board members: John But-
kus, Amy Waltner, Les Ren-
sink, Loren Waltner, Eloise
Schrag, Krista Graber,
Myles Brockmueller.
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Music Hall -
Bell 2010 |RCENEIRSE e
H|St0r|ca| Be|| gan working on restoring
r bell to workin ndi-
Restored fon. The belis £ 1003,

After receiving a call over a
year and a half ago from a
New York historian tracking
down bells purchased in the
early 19006s
Troy, NY Foundry, we be-

Meneely Bell purchased
from W. Troy, NY. Since
rediscovering our bell in the
upstairs attic of the Music
Hall, we decided to restore
it to its original home in the
cupola of Music Hall.

An article in the Courier
brought attention to the bell
and a couple of constituents
expressed interest in seeing
the project to completion.
Arlan Ortman became the
project manager, measuring
and researching what it

f 1 Bolld thkE 8 pu¥Yhe bell

back in working order. A

M

Yuletide

search to locate the original
wheel used to pull the rope
to sound the bell was futile
and a new wheel was built
by Arlan.

This summer, Arlan, as-
sisted by brother Orville,
finished the process of plac-
ing the bell back in the
tower of the original admini-
stration building of Freeman
Jr. Coll ege,
Hall. We offer sincere ap-
preciation to Arlan Ortman
and Orville Ortman for re-
storing a piece of history to
Freeman Jr. College and
Freeman Academy.

Sterling Hall Debt Reduction Updates - How can you help
reduce additional costs?

As of August 2009 when FA was granted
a 15-year loan jointly held by USDA and
Merchants State Bank, the Sterling Hall

made at the beginning of the building pro-
jectin 2007. We also have 5 constituents
who contribute annually without having a

Fundraising Committee dis-

cussed ways to pay-off the

loans in 10 years in order to

save additional costs of more

than $250,000 in interest

payments. Our goal was to

find 40 persons willing to

pledge $2500 per year for

ten years i total, $100,000

per year.

The good news is that 10 persons have
pledged a total of $25,000 each over 10
years and others are fulfilling pledges

formal pledge. But the bad

news is that we are quite a bit

short of our original goal and
have only been able to make
two extra principal payments,
$17,000 each, to Merchants

State Bank over the past three

years.
As you plan year-end giving,
please consider an extra gift

that will move us closer to our goal of an-
nual payments totaling $100,000 to pay

off the balance by 2018.
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Each year the Creative
Arts Department with
the help of the Freeman
Academy Auxiliary puts
on a Christmas concert
with a dinner. Grades 5
-12 participate in the
choir and band selec-
ti ons. Thi
event will feature Ger-
man Christmas music
and food. Tickets are
$13 for Grade 5
through Adult and $6
for Grade 4 and
younger. Call the
school office at 605 -
925-4237 to make res-
ervations by Decem-
ber 8, 2011.

We welcome Marcia
Schrock, housekeeping,
and Jill Hofer, dietary,
to the staff at Freeman
Academy!




