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Quiltfest
June 26
9:00 a.m.d 5:00 p.m.

Ribs at the Ranch
June 26

I am excited to

present some of our

cle. It speaks to the varied occupations that our graduates find rewarding and
also showcases the entrepreneurial spirit that has been evident in our ancestors
over the past 100+ years. | also find the connection between Ross and Matt as
Freeman Academy graduates intriguing. We never know when the paths of

alumni might intertwine.

By Vernetta Waltner

Ross Ort madDakofad 8 1
Digital

oss Ortman enjoyed
tinkering with car engines

Ross Ortman

provided an education that was
grounded in the Christian faith and
well-rounded in academic
opportunities. The presence of
Freeman Junior College afforded
access to highly educated instructors,
who graciously gave extra time and

younger alumni i n

June 2010
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Freeman Academy, as part
of Christds chur
integrates Christian
principles into all learning
while maintaining a
standard of excellence in
academics, creative arts
and athletics. Freeman
Academy is Mennonite in

origin and doctrine, but

2010 2eminder

ata young age and became encouragement to their students’ seeks to serve students of all

) ) interested in electronics i

July 30 is the deadline for reservations for the annual :00 p.m.8 9:00 p.m. during his high school years at Sécezllllgslflgislg‘gz{ﬁz igztxi?of‘(,mdly Christian faiths. A sate,
Alumni Banquet to be held on Saturday, August 7, 2010. Tickets are . Freeman Academy. Having the Harvey Sankey, as someone who was caring and nurturing
$15.00 each and can be paid at the door. Doors open at 6:00 p.m Alumni Banquet unique opportunity to work with some | always willing to visit about shop atmosphere prepares
with dinner beginning at 6:30 p.m. Dr. Duane Pankratz (FA ’60) is August 7 6:30 p.m. of the very ear]y persona] computers projects or provide education or

the featured speaker. Honored classes include 1940, 1950, 1960,

along with taking several A e pt
1985, 2000 and 2010. All alumni are welcome and encouraged to

career guidance when asked.

attend.

FIC/FA Alumni Gather-
ingi Bethel College, N.
Newton, KS
October 9

microprocessor and digital electronics Following graduation from to live a life of

courses offered at that time solidified
Ross’ desire to make electronics a
career path. Freeman Academy

Freeman Academy in 1981, Ross

Continued on page 2
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attended the University of South Dakota at
Springfield earning an Associate of Arts degree
in electronic communications and industrial electronics
in 1983. Since the Springfield campus of USD closed at
that time, Ortman continued his studies at Vermillion/
USD and also took night classes through Augustana
College and Sioux Falls College (now USF) earning a B.S.
in Electronics Engineering Technology in 1985.

During his time in college and employment as a
design engineer at Sencore Electronics, Ortman
completed technical writing projects that focused on a
digital speedometer and a digital tachometer. Based first
in his dormitory room and then in his garage, he spent
time selling and servicing home and car audio
equipment. He reworked his college writing
assignments into articles that were published in an
electronics hobbyist magazine. Writers could sell
components that were featured in articles, so Ortman
began a mail-order company in 1987. Ross decided to
turn his hobby of automotive electronics into a full-time
career in 1991.

Dakota Digital has grown to occupy a 40,000-square
-foot plant in northwest Sioux Falls. Products include
illuminated instrumentation for motorcycles and vintage
automobiles (classic and muscle cars) and electronic
accessories, such as keyless entry systems. It employs 47
people. Equipment is marketed through dealer networks
and online.

In the street rod, muscle car, and Harley industries,
Dakota Digital has become a “household” name. “Kind
of like Kleenex is to tissues,” said Ortman. One of his
most important accomplishments includes leading the
publicity committee of the Hot Rod Industry Alliance
(HRIA), a council of the Specialty Equipment Market
Association (SEMA), for six years. He was also recently

recognized by Hot Rod
Industry Alliance for his
dedication and service to
the industry. Ortman’s latest honor has been his
appointment to the Sioux Falls Development Board for a
three-year term working on the committee for industrial
park development.

Dakota Digital

Matthew Waltner FA
698

Following
graduation from
Freeman Academy in
1998, Matt entered
South Dakota School of
Mines and Technology
to study electrical
engineering. His
experiences during high
school provided a solid base
as he entered a new culture away from Freeman.
Waltner values the lessons learned about work ethic
when participating with Freeman Academy’s various
service projects — the annual Fall Community Leaf-
Raking Day, assisting with Schmeckfest activities, and
MCC Meat Canning.

Matthew interviewed with several different
companies before accepting the opportunity to become
an employee of Dakota Digital. Matt began working at
Dakota Digital in spring of 2004, right after graduation.

Matthew Waltner

Continued on page 5

The Development Office hosted a dinner for young alumni living in
the greater Freeman community on Saturday, April 17. James Unruh
(FA ’80) was the featured speaker — Thanks for the Memories, But Now

What?

Sioux Falls area alumni were invited for a traditional Low-German Faspa open house on Sunday, April
25. The event was held at Mercy Church Fellowship Hall from 4:00-6:00 p.m. Twenty-five alumni and

friends of FA and FJC attended.

2009-10 FA Scholarship Winners

Gordon and Shirley Brockmueller Scholarship

who contribute to our school’s mission in this way.

FA Students Participate
in Student Internship Program

Three Freeman Academy seniors participated in the
Student Internship Program during the second trimester.
Aaron Tschetter interned at Rural Medical Clinic with
Kathy Waltner, Landon Miller at Freeman Implement
with Brad Gering, and Libby Waltner at the Freeman
Community Library with LeAnn Kaufman.

The community plays a vital role in the success of the

Student Internship Program. Community members serve

as site supervisors and mentors for the internship stu-
dents. Nathan Epp coordinates this program. We are
grateful for the willingness of Freeman’s business com-
munity to partner with us in this program.

Libby Waltner,
Landon Miller
and Aaron
Tschetter

Freeman Academy
is pleased to announce
the following scholar-
ship award winners for the 2009-10 school year:. Sanctity of Life
Scholarship  sponsored by Kim and Loralie Kaufman: Bethany Woll-
man, daughter of Craig and Lois Wollman; Ed and Alma Preheim
Scholarship : Jeffrey Preheim, son of Tyrone and Carolyn Preheim,;

: Kristen Waltner,
daughter of Don and Sonja Waltner; Aaron Tschetter, son of Gary
Tschetter and Pam Tieszen. We are grateful for individuals and families
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Aaron Tschetter,
Kristin Waltner,
Jeffrey Preheim

and Bethany

Wollman (inset)

He appreciates the focus on
the people involved with
Ross Ortman’s business.
Some larger companies are
more concerned about the
credentials on a resume’ than on the ability to create or
communicate with fellow employees or customers.

As one of five engineers at Dakota Digital, Matt’s
work involves design — from paper to practical. As
projects move off the drawing board, Matt gets to “play”
with circuit boards. There is a great deal of testing that
needs to be done before a product is ready for sale. He
also works with upkeep and maintenance of current
designs.

Matt has fond memories of his time at Freeman
Academy from 1992-98. The Christian environment
stressed the importance of living your faith through
academics, work and play. Among Matt’s many favorable
impressions: Dennis Schrock emphasized that science is
not possible without faith and Don Wiken planted the
seed of attending college, specifically South Dakota
School of Mines in Rapid City, SD. Both provided a
nurturing environment that gave Matt the confidence to
pursue his studies post-high school.

Matthew Waltner

Continued from page 2

Freeman Academy
Auxiliary was pleased to
present a check for $115,000
for the Current Fund to Pam
Tieszen, Freeman Academy
President, on May 6 at the spring meeting. Another
check for $5000 was also given to be used as needed and
a check for $350 from Schmeckfest Plates for classroom
renovations.

Schmeckfest
2010 Report



