PRAIRIE ARBORETUM 2009-2010
Submitted by:  Steve Graber

Dear Corporation Members & Friends of Prairie Arboretum,

First, we would thank everyone who has helped support the Arboretum this past year.  We especially thank Johnny Graber, Cordell Graber and Larry Tschetter for their many hours of mowing and preening the grounds.  We also thank Lyle Preheim for the many hours he devotes to the care of the trees and shrubs.  We also ask that you say a prayer for Mark Schrag, a committee person and Lyle’s number one assistant, in his battle against pancreatic cancer.

Winter was hard on many of the trees, roses and fish.  At the annual Fishing Derby one, quite small, fish was caught, but the lake has been restocked so the fish population should return.  Next spring we will be replacing 45 rose bushes.  Several older trees also suffered some cold damage from the winter.  The dwarf conifer garden is showing some improvement.

The Interpretive Center continues to be a very busy place.  Meetings, reunions and gatherings keep the Center occupied.

For this fall and next year we have several projects.  We hope to get the Sioux Falls Municipal Band in 2011.  We also will be having several fundraisers this fall and winter.  If time permits we would like to erect the working windmill this fall.

Financially, we still carry an indebtedness of $35,000.00.  We continue to chip away at the debt. A grant from the Freeman Foundation with the balance paid by Eric Waltner was used for automatic door locks at the Interpretive Center.  Mark Schrag also purchased cameras for the Visitors Center that will be installed.
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