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I began my employment as the Enrollment Director/International Student Coordinator for Freeman Academy (FA) in October of 2008. I thank you for this challenging opportunity and I continue to be humbled and blessed as God has continued to provide students.
We finished the 2008-2009 academic year with 80 students enrolled at FA.  We graduated a class of 22 students. Graduating such a large class made maintaining similar enrollment numbers a challenge for the upcoming year.  
We began the 2008 school year with 79 students.  In October an eighth grade student from California joined our student body.  In January a senior joined our student body and lived in the dorm for three months.  He discontinued education at FA and moved back to Yankton before the school year ended. He cited personal reasons for his early departure.
Bobcat Passes were instituted and sent out in October as a means to encourage prospective families to visit our campus and interact with our students, staff and community supporters.  Twenty-seven of the 52 families that received passes utilized them to attend events on our campus.
The Enrollment Steering Committee continued to meet on a monthly basis.  The Enrollment Plan was reviewed, updated and put into effect in January of 2009. The committee continued to explore new ways to reach prospective students. The prospective student data base was updated and many personal contacts were made with prospective students and their families.
The International Recruitment Committee (IRC) met in November with the current host family parents and dorm mother.  We had five international students in attendance.  Two of the students were in their second year at FA.   I traveled with the international students to the Black Hills for a weekend in April to expose them to some additional South Dakota history and geography.
The following retention/recruiting activities were held: February 27th a Beach Party was held for 4th -6th grade girls. Nineteen girls attended of which ten were not current FA students.  March 13th a fondue party was held for 7th and 8th grade girls. Eight girls attended with four being non FA students. March 14th a basketball camp was held for 4th -8th grade boys.  Nineteen boys attended with 12 being non FA students.  Thirteen students attended our annual Visitation Day with four of them opting to enroll with us for the 2009-2010 school year. Seven students visited our school at other times throughout the year.  Five of those students enrolled at FA.
An informational booth about FA was provided for Schmeckfest, Central Plains Mennonite Conference, Ribs at the Ranch, MCC Relief Sale, Turner County Fair and LifeLight.
