Creative Arts Department 2009-2010
Submitted by: Amy Hofer Vetch, Creative Arts Coordinator/Vocal instructor

We are truly blessed with a student body that participates, enjoys and excels in the Creative Arts. We thank God for His many blessings and talents He has given.  
Curriculum

Curriculum that encompasses FA’s Faith and the Arts focus:  Music Theory I & II,  Humanities, Painting & Drawing, Ceramics, Communication Technology, Drama, Concert Choir, Chamber Choir, Jazz Band, and Concert Band.

We also try to include special assemblies/field trips throughout the year.  Samplings of those events include:

· Goss Theatre in Watertown for the King Tut Exhibit in correlation with the Humanities course.
· National Music Museum in Vermillion, SD in correlation with the Humanities course.

· The theatre class attended a Shakespearean play at Mount Marty in Yankton, SD.

· Creative Arts recital featuring students of private instructors on the FA campus. 

Oral Interpretation/Drama

The Oral Interpretation and Drama participants had a successful year under the leadership of Pastor Todd Jones and Gwen Ortman, respectively.

Oral Interpretation: 

· 13 students selected to participate at Districts (7 different categories): Readers Theatre group wrote their own script
· 13 students advanced to Regions (7 categories)
· 11 students advanced to the State competition (5 categories)
· 7 students received Superior ratings (2 different categories)
· FA received the Team Excellence Award at the State competition
One Act Play:  17 students involved—Received a Superior rating at Districts w/ two outstanding individual performances.  Received a Superior Rating at State competition w/ four outstanding individual performances.
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” was the school play this year. Student-led areas included construction of set pieces, painting the backdrop, properties, lighting, sound, stage manager, stage crew, make-up, hair, and assistant director.  Forty-one students were involved in some capacity. 
American High School Theatre Festival: Freeman Academy was nominated by a local university professor to be considered as a candidate to attend and participate in the American High School Theatre Festival in Edinburgh, Scotland.  Amy Hofer Vetch submitted the application package in March and received notice of acceptance in April.  Freeman Academy did not pursue attending the festival due to the cost per participant.  This is the first time the FA theatre department has been recognized on a national level.
Choir & Band

· HS Choir: 47 members 
· HS Band:  29 students
· FA Jazz Band: 16 students
· Participated in 36 different music events including band/choral festivals, Honors Choirs, contests, concerts, worship services, Schmeckfest orchestra, programs for the assisted living and nursing home residents
· The FA Concert Choir was invited to present a short concert at the RESTORE fundraiser with USF
· FA Chamber in concert with Hesston College

· Ten students selected for the Augustana Band Festival

· Thirteen HS and seven middle school students selected for the Region I Yankton Honor Bands
· Three students in the SD HS All-State Band

· Six students selected to participate in SD’s Jr. High Honors Choir 
· Five students selected for SD’s Elementary Honors Choir 
· Six HS students selected to participate in ACDA’s Regional High School Honors Choir in Minneapolis, MN; an all-time high for the high school level 
· Eight students selected to participate in SD’s High School Honors Choir. 

· Four Middle School students selected for Middle School All State Band. 

· Contest results:  

· HS Vocal/Piano-28 Superior ratings and 6 Excellent ratings

· HS Instrumental: 25 Superior ratings and 2 Excellent ratings
· Tripp Elementary contest (instrumental and vocal): 55 Superior ratings
ART

The Art Department continues to be one of the more popular classes on campus. Students from all grades are able to work on a variety of mediums including clay, watercolors, painting, “photoshop”, and mixed media. The annual student art show was exhibited from May 4th to May 13th, 2010, in Pioneer Hall.  The art show was juried by the public, faculty & staff, and students through a secret ballot. 

STUDIO SUBSCRIPTION SERIES

· “Tina and Lena” comedy and music
· Rawlins Piano Trio-classical music
· Willson & McKee-celtic music
· Eugenio Zapata-classical piano, dancers and media presentation
· Sioux Empire Brass-FA faculty member
Dennis Lehmann served as the reception coordinator for this year’s Studio Subscription Series.
