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Submitted by Deb Beier, 2009-2010 President

The Freeman Academy Auxiliary purpose is to support and promote Freeman Academy. 
The organization sponsors Schmeckfest each year, the biggest fundraiser for the school.  This past year we gave Freeman Academy $115,000 and an additional $5,000 to be used for campus improvements. The new Sterling Hall has been a great venue for holding the demonstrations and Country Kitchen. This past year the auxiliary purchased black curtains which hung behind the demonstrators and the Schmeck Shoppe. We also purchased red and black curtains for the downstairs serving area in Pioneer Hall to replace the old dividers. We will be able to rent out these curtains for various functions. A new sausage stuffer was also purchased for the Schmeckfest sausage committee. 

This past year’s Program Committee did a great job with selecting a sellout show for Schmeckfest. Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat received great reviews and some positive letters from guests that saw the performance, noting it was done as well or better than other professional theater groups. The Program Committee’s plan for a riser system for Pioneer Hall seating is not forgotten but on hold for now. Many hours have been spent coming up with a design to suit our needs. We have met with Stage Right and Sico companies to consider their plans, but the cost is more than we can manage at this time. We would like to consider this project down the road if grant money is available or a large donor comes forward.

New for Schmeckfest 2011 will be table skirts to cover the tables in Sterling Hall and all new checkered table coverings for the tables in Pioneer Hall where guests will be served. The auxiliary has also purchased 192 used padded chairs to replace the older ones. They were used for the Schmeckfest musical and other events. The chairs are very comfortable and we have heard many good comments regarding the purchase. 


The auxiliary executive committee is working with Charly Waltner and Loren Waltner to improve the heavens on Pioneer Hall stage, which will take place this winter. The job will reinforce beams and provide safety for those working on stage. New curtains were ordered and they will be hung on stage when the job is completed. The auxiliary recently received a matching grant from the Freeman Community Foundation for eight new wireless microphones for stage productions. These will also be rented out to other organizations.


The Social Committee, a sub committee of the auxiliary, was very active this past year serving food at various events and contributed over $3,000 to the auxiliary treasury. Also on June 26, Quiltfest was held in conjunction with Ribs at the Ranch and the event was well received. The Quilting Committee keeps on quilting and has repeat customers and contributes to the treasury as well.
On Aug. 5 the executive committee traveled to Sioux Falls to sell bierocks made by Freeman Academy students and promote Schmeckfest at Citibank’s World Market. The proceeds of this event go to the FA Chamber Choir tour in spring. 

We want to encourage parents who have children attending the Academy and spouses of current members to join Freeman Academy Auxiliary. Annual membership dues are $5 and lifetime membership is $50. We also ask that you consider being on a committee. With many aging members we need new young people to come forward and take leadership positions so we can continue our work for Freeman Academy. This past year the money collected for dues was used to purchase additional tables to be used in Sterling Hall. 

Thank you to all who have been willing to help when called upon by the various committees. Your willingness makes our job easier and benefits Freeman Academy at the same time.
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